[U] And when one uses a parchment, one has to write 
on the rough side, and if one uses a hide, one has to 
write on the smooth side of the skin. If one did 
otherwise, the scroll is invalid. 


[V] One may not write half of a scroll on hide and 
half on split parchment, but one may write half 
of it on the hide of a clean domesticated beast 
and half of it on the hide of a clean wild beast 
[e.g., a deer]. 


[W] One should write a scroll of the Torah only on 
the hide of a clean domesticated beast. 


[X] What is the scriptural basis for that view? 


[Y] “[And it shall be to you as a sign on your hand 
and as a memorial between your eyes, ] that the 
law of the Lord may be in your mouth; [for with 
a strong hand the Lord has brought you out of 
Egypt]” (Ex. 13:9). 


[Z] The Torah must be written on something that 
you may put in your mouth. 


[AA] And lo, it has been taught: One may write a 
scroll of the Torah on the hide of carrion beasts 
or beasts that are terefah. 


[BB] [This means] the species that you may put in 
your mouth. 


[CC] And they provide a roller for a scroll at the 
end and, for the Torah, at each side. 


[DD] Therefore one may roll the scroll [other 
than a Torah scroll] toward the head, but in 
the case of a Torah scroll, at the middle. 


[EE] R. Samuel, R. Zeirah in the name of R. 
Hiyya bar Joseph: “Even a scroll of two 
sheets.” 


[FF] R. Zeirah, Samuel bar Shilat in the name of 
Kahana, “And that is on condition that one 
rolls the scroll to the place at which it is 
sewn [so that if it tears, it will tear at the 
margin].” 


